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§ 164.80 Tests and inspections.
(a) The owner, master, or operator of

each towing vessel of less than 1,600 GT
shall ensure that the following tests
and inspections of gear occur before
the vessel embarks on a voyage of more
than 24 hours or when each new master
or operator assumes command:

(1) Steering-systems. A test of the
steering-gear-control system; a test of
the main steering gear from the alter-
native power supply, if installed; a
verification of the rudder-angle indi-
cator relative to the actual position of
the rudder; and a visual inspection of
the steering gear and its linkage.

(2) Navigational equipment. A test of
all installed navigational equipment.

(3) Communications. Operation of all
internal vessel control communica-
tions and vessel-control alarms, if in-
stalled.

(4) Lights. Operation of all naviga-
tional lights and all searchlights.

(5) Terminal gear. Visual inspection of
tackle; of connections of bridle and
towing pendant, if applicable; of chaf-
ing gear; and of the winch brake, if in-
stalled.

(6) Propulsion systems. Visual inspec-
tion of the spaces for main propulsion
machinery, of machinery, and of de-
vices for monitoring machinery.

(b) The owner, master, or operator of
each towing vessel of 1,600 GT or more
shall ensure that the following tests of
equipment occur at the frequency re-
quired by § 164.25 and that the following
inspections of gear occur before the
vessel embarks on a voyage of more
than 24 hours or when each new master
or operator assumes command:

(1) Navigational equipment. Tests of
onboard equipment as required by
§ 164.25.

(2) Terminal gear. Visual inspection of
tackle; of connections of bridle and
towing pendant, if applicable; of chaf-
ing gear; and of the winch brake, if in-
stalled.

[CGD 94–020, 61 FR 35075, July 3, 1996]

§ 164.82 Maintenance, failure, and re-
porting.

(a) Maintenance. The owner, master,
or operator of each towing vessel shall
maintain operative the navigational-
safety equipment required by § 164.72.

(b) Failure. If any of the navigational-
safety equipment required by § 164.72
fails during a voyage, the owner, mas-
ter, or operator of the towing vessel
shall exercise due diligence to repair it
at the earliest practicable time. He or
she shall enter its failure in the log or
other record carried on board. The fail-
ure of equipment, in itself, does not
constitute a violation of this rule; nor
does it constitute unseaworthiness; nor
does it obligate an owner, master, or
operator to moor or anchor the vessel.
However, the owner, master, or oper-
ator shall consider the state of the
equipment—along with such factors as
weather, visibility, traffic, and the dic-
tates of good seamanship—in deciding
whether it is safe for the vessel to pro-
ceed.

(c) Reporting. The owner, master, or
operator of each towing vessel whose
equipment is inoperative or otherwise
impaired while the vessel is operating
within a Vessel Traffic Service (VTS)
Area shall report the fact as required
by 33 CFR 161.124. (33 CFR 161.124 re-
quires that each user of a VTS report
to the Vessel Traffic Center as soon as
practicable:

(1) Any absence or malfunction of
vessel-operating equipment for naviga-
tional safety, such as propulsion ma-
chinery, steering gear, radar, gyro-
compass, echo depth-sounding or other
sounding device, automatic dependent
surveillance equipment, or naviga-
tional lighting;

(2) Any condition on board the vessel
likely to impair navigation, such as
shortage of personnel or lack of cur-
rent nautical charts or maps, or publi-
cations; and

(3) Any characteristics of the vessel
that affect or restrict the maneuver-
ability of the vessel, such as arrange-
ment of cargo, trim, loaded condition,
under-keel clearance, and speed.)

(d) Deviation and authorization. The
owner, master, or operator of each tow-
ing vessel unable to repair within 96
hours an inoperative marine radar re-
quired by § 164.72(a) shall so notify the
Captain of the Port (COTP) and shall
seek from the COTP both a deviation
from the requirements of this section
and an authorization for continued op-
eration in the area to be transited.
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